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Daily Reading & Meditation 

Lord, How Often Shall I Forgive My Brother? 

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 18:21-35     SUNDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2020 

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do 

not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.23 "Therefore the kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 

24 When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed him ten 

thousand talents; 25 and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, with 

his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant 

fell on his knees, imploring him, `Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.' 27 And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released him and 

forgave him the debt. 28 But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his 

fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he 

said, `Pay what you owe.' 29 So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, `Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.' 30 He refused and went and put him in prison 

till he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, 

they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 

taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, `You wicked servant! I 

forgave you all that debt because you besought me; 33 and should not you have had 

mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' 34 And in anger his lord 

delivered him to the jailers, till he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly 

Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your 

heart." 

Meditation: Does mercy overlook justice? Justice demands that everyone be given 

their due. So, when is it right to show mercy and pardon to those who have acted 

unjustly or wrongly? The prophet Amos speaks of God forgiving transgression three 

times but warns that God may not revoke punishment for the fourth (see Amos 1:3-

13; 2:1-6). When Peter posed the question of forgiveness, he characteristically 

offered an answer he thought Jesus would be pleased with. Why not forgive seven 

times! How unthinkable for Jesus to counter with the proposition that one must 

forgive seventy times that. 

 

No limit to granting forgiveness and pardon 

Jesus makes it clear that there is no limit to giving and receiving forgiveness. He 
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drove the lesson home with a parable about two very different kinds of debts. The 

first man owed an enormous sum of money - millions in our currency. In Jesus' time 

this amount was greater than the total revenue of a province - more than it would 

cost to ransom a king! The man who was forgiven such an incredible debt could not, 

however, bring himself to forgive his neighbour a very small debt which was about 

one-hundred-thousandth of his own debt.  The contrast could not have been greater! 

 

Jesus paid our ransom to set us free from the debt of sin 

No offense our neighbour can do to us can compare with our own personal debt to 

God for offending him! We have been forgiven an enormous debt we could not repay 

on our own. That is why the Father in heaven sent his only begotten Son, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, who freely and willing gave up his life for our sake to ransom us from 

slavery to sin, Satan, and death. Paul the Apostle states, "you were bought with a 

price" (1 Corinthians 7:23 ) and that price was Jesus' death on the cross. Through 

the shedding of his blood on the cross, Jesus not only brought forgiveness and 

pardon for our offenses, but release from our captivity to Satan and bondage to sin. 

 

Forgiving others is a sacred duty 

If God has shown mercy to us in granting us pardon for our sins, then we, in turn, 

must show mercy and forgiveness towards every person who has offended us. The 

willingness to forgive those who offend us is a sacred duty. If we expect God to 

pardon us and show us his mercy when we sin and disobey his commandments, 

then we must be willing to let go of any resentment, grievance, or ill-will we feel 

towards our neighbour. Jesus teaches us to pray daily for the grace and strength to 

forgive others in the same measure in which God has forgiven us (Matthew 6:12,14-

15). If we do not show mercy and forgiveness to our fellow human beings, how can 

we expect God to forgive us in turn? The Apostle James says that "judgment is 

without mercy to one who has shown no mercy" (James 2:13). 

 

OPENING  PRAYER :-  Lord Jesus, you have been kind and forgiving towards me. May I be 
merciful as you are merciful. Free me from all bitterness and resentment that I may truly 
forgive from the heart those who have caused me injury or grief.  Amen. 

CLOSING  PRAYER:-   Covet19.  Lord, Look upon the victims of Covet19 throughout the 

world with eyes of mercy, may your healing hands rest upon them , may your life giving 

powers flow into every cell of their bodies and into the depths of their souls, cleansing, 

purifying, restoring them to wholeness and strength for service in your Kingdom.  Amen.  


