
Daily Reading & Meditation 

Sunday (September 15): "Your brother was lost and is found"    Scripture: Luke 15:1-32 

1 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.2 And the Pharisees 

and the scribes murmured, saying, "This man receives sinners and eats with them." 3 So he 

told them this parable: 4 "What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost, until 

he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he 

comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbours, saying to them, `Rejoice with 

me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.' 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 

repentance. 8 "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a 

lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, 

she calls together her friends and neighbours, saying, `Rejoice with me, for I have found the 

coin which I had lost.' 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one 

sinner who repents."11 And he said, "There was a man who had two sons; 12 and the younger 

of them said to his father, `Father, give me the share of property that falls to  me.' And he 

divided his living between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had 

and took his journey into a far country, and   there he squandered his property in loose living. 

14 And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to 

be in want. 15 So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent 

him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine 

ate; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself, he said, `How many of my 

father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will 

arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired 

servants."' 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was yet at a distance, his 

father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the 

son said to him, `Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 

be called your son.' 22 But the father said to his servants, `Bring quickly the best robe, and put 

it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; 23 and bring the fatted calf and kill 

it, and let us eat and make merry; 24 for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, 

and is found.' And they began to make merry. 

25 "Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard 

music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant. 27 And he 

said to him, `Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 

received him safe and sound.' 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and 

entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, `Lo, these many years I have served you, and I 

never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I  might make merry with my 

friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you 

killed for him the fatted calf!' 31 And he said to him, `Son, you are always with me, and all that 



is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and 

is alive; he was lost, and is found.'" 

Meditation: If you lost something of great value and importance to you wouldn't your search 

for it until you found it? The joy of finding a lost loved one, a precious member of your fold, 

and your hard-earned savings to feed your hungry family are vivid illustrations which Jesus 

uses to describe what God's kingdom is like. God the Father does not rejoice in the loss of 

anyone. He earnestly searches for the lost until they are restored and joyfully united with the 

whole community of heaven. Jesus told these three parables right after the scribes and 

Pharisees, the religious elite among the Jews, expressed disapproval with Jesus' close contact 

with people of bad reputation. 

 

Psalm 51:1-2,10-11,15,17 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;  according to your abundant 

mercy blot out my transgressions. 

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 

11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your holy Spirit from me. 

15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth your praise. 

17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 

will not despise. 

 

"'He fell on his neck and kissed him.' This is how the father judges and corrects his wayward 

son and gives him not beatings but kisses. The power of love overlooked the transgressions. 

The father redeemed the sins of his son by his kiss, and covered them by his embrace, in order 

not to expose the crimes or humiliate the son. The father so healed the son's wounds as not to 

leave a scar or blemish upon him. 'Blessed are they,' says Scripture 'whose iniquities are 

forgiven, and whose sins are covered' (Romans 4:7)." (excerpt from SERMON 3) 

OPENING  PRAYER  "Lord Jesus, may your light dispel the darkness of sin, 
deception, and ignorance, so that all who are lost or confused may find their way to the 
Father's home and be united with him in a bond of peace and friendship. Transform my 
heart with your merciful love that I may point many others to the good news of pardon, 
peace, and new life which you offer to all who trust in you," Amen. 

 

CLOSING  PRAYER:-   World Peace, . 

Almighty God grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in the way of peace. Open 
our eyes and our hearts and give us the courage to say: "Never again war!"; "With war 
everything is lost". Instil in our hearts the courage to take concrete steps to achieve peace. 
Amen.   “Pope Francis“ 


