BNV | c Om 2 If you are new
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& or are visiting,
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elcome!
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We are glad

you have come to share Eucharist with us
today. Please leave your details in the New
Parishioners book on the table near the
church entrance so that Fr. Marce and a
member of our Parish Pastoral Council can

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Sunday ( Year C)

26th - 27th December 2015

A LESSON FROM SIRACH
by Fr. Marce Singson

A long time ago in the city of Jerusalem,

formally welcome you. Thank you.
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there lived a man by the name of Sirach. He
was well educated and possessed
considerable wealth. During his younger
years, he had served as a diplomatic
emissary to foreign courts. Later in life he
established a school in Jerusalem, where he
~ taught on religion and culture. He wrote an
u,‘f inspiring book about the year 180 BC, filled
¥ with the practical wisdom he had acquired

> desthdyears in his life. Eventually his

\ book found its way into the Catholic Bible.
/ W p» Today we know it as the Book of

¥ Ecclesiasticus —the church book. Sometimes
T AAunR it is simply called as the Book of Sirach. Its
3‘fHLty Bile éhaﬁté?ft&réHJall areas of our lives, love and pursuit of true
happipess; wighparticglaremphasis on the nature and objectives of
femilydiieo o

For the celebrat}fn of. the Holy Family Sunday, the Church has selected a
B\ag‘s?gepfrom KirachFor the first lesson. His views today are addressed
prignargy, tg young people. He says, in essence: CHILDREN,
REMEMBER THAT THE LORD HAS BESTOWED ON YOUR
PARENTS BOTH HONOUR AND AUTHORITY. You remember the
f&lﬂ@&&hanﬂrﬁehtoﬁ&éd your father and your mother. God loves
you Very much when you love your parents because that is sign that you
love God, for your parents are His representatives. If you want God to
sheax your prayersithes there is a need to respect, listen and obey the
Avaitedf your parents (presuming of course that parents live a good

w brmoradly wpright life). Do not forget that to honour to parents does not

stop when you become 18 or 21 years old. Honouring our parents
Adntifeste el WHeR thdy grow old and weak in mind and body — even
en the¥ die.

. w ‘p c ca . . .
Sir@qbﬁs teachingaspgrRegted in the prayer over the couple on their
wedding day: “May your children bring you happiness, and may the love

yeu bes:bqwﬁupon them, be returned to you a hundredfold.”

%1821'1:'1% Ahg 8&1&1 today according to St. Luke reaffirms that the Holy
Fami y 1cs not necessarily a tension-free family. Not even Mary and

J9osephrenigyg¢that luxury. The 12 year old Jesus was lost. His parents
were upset and sleepless, and when they found Him the words of Mary

EcAr@idd A bit of fire: “Son, why have you done this to us?” Like the Holy

Family, we should solve our misunderstandings and not drag them, as

both children and parents continue to grow in wisdom age and grace.
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Concepcion, Desiree Soliano, Alice & Mike
Blackmore, @ Carmel  Andrews, Thelma
Nichoson, Alice & Keiran Blackmore, Michael
Reyes, Joe Kindermann, Ken Robson, Paulo
Roble, Jay Dotta, Elario De Jesu, Cath Futcher
Cynthia Abanil, Adelaide Mackenzie, Corazon
Darby, Allan Kingston, Mary McNeil, Val
Temple, Tyrone Lamb, Evelyn Legge, Ann
Carroll, Peter Chow, Harry Phillips, Margaret
Phillips, Maria Fernandez, Glenda Fowler, Gary
Trevena, Eileen Lamarque, Don Newcombe.

BAPTISM

We wel come into our

information

Those baptised during this week. Please pray for
these Family as we welcome them into our Faith

Community.

Archi e David
Il saac Paul Ra
Bradley Kyl e L
Callum Joshua
Baptism 7 days
phone the Par

r.e

COMMUNION OF THE SICK
a
‘ 4

Next date for Communion to
the Sick is 4th January.
Please phone the office if you
would like to be added to our
Communion list.
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We are on Christmas Break and will resume Good works from 18th January,

*. We thank you all for your kind and generous support. We wish you all many
*_ blessings and joys for the Christmas season and refreshing time with friends and
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C ATECHISM questions answered
of the according to the Catechism of the

QNES@)B(@ACatholic Church.

Let 6s get to
QuestWhgn:i s Mary a Virgin?
Why i s Mary a Virgin?

God willed that Jesus Christ should have a true human mother but
only God himself as his Father, because he wanted to make a new
beginning that could be credited to him alone and not to earthly
forces.

Mary's virginity is not some outdated mythological notion but ra-
ther fundamental to the life of Jesus. He was born of a woman but
had no human father. Jesus Christ is a new beginning in the world
that has been instituted from on high. In the Gospel of Luke, Mary
asks the angel, "How can this be, since I have no husband?" (= do
not sleep with a man, Lk 1:34); the angel answered, "The Holy
Spirit will come upon you" (Lk 1:35). Although the Church from
the earliest days was mocked on account of her belief in Mary's
virginity, she has always believed that her virginity is real and not
merely symbolic. (YOUCAT question 80)

Day -Bi3d Mary have other
Mary the Mother of God?
Did Mary have other children

[No. Jesus is the only son of Mary in the physical sense.

Even in the early Church, Mary's perpetual virginity was assumed,
which rules out the possibility of Jesus having brothers and sisters
from the same mother. In Aramaic, Jesus' mother tongue, there is

only one word for sibling and cousins. When the Gospels speak
about the "brothers and sisters" of Jesus (for instance, in Mk 3:31-
35), they are referring to Jesus' close relatives.

Isnt i i mproper, to call/l Mg

No. !7 nyone who caq{s Mary the [éotéer of éod/Zhereby professes

that her Son is God.

As early Christianity was debating who Jesus was, the title

T h e o t("Gddbdearer") became the hallmark for the orthodox
interpretation of Sacred Scripture: Mary did not give birth merely
to a man who then after his birth "became" God; rather, even in her
womb her child is the true Son of God. This debate is not about
Mary in the first place; rather, it is again the question of whether
Jesus is true man and true God at the same time. (YOUCAT ques-
tions 81-82)

Day -WHtat i "The | at
What does "l Co

The Church believes that "the most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from
the first moment of her conception, by a singular grace and privi-
lege of almighty God and by virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ,
Savior of the human race, preserved immune from all stain of origi-
nal sin" (Dogma of 1854; Dogma)

mma ¢ u |
mmacul at e

S
t he

C hBelikf th the@nfinZulate ConceftianMas exised sificétHe Begin-

ning of the Church. The expression is misunderstood today. It is
saying that (Bb@pseserdeé Maty $rdin original sin from the very
beginning. It says nothing about the conception of Jesus in Mary's
womb. By no means is it a devaluation of sexuality in Christianity,
as though a husband and wife would be "stained" if they conceived
a child. (YOUCAT question 83)
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The Year 2015 in Review

community, for I believe the Lord has been so good to us!

overflowing.

the Dec 24 at 7:00pm mass.

As much as we complain about things going on in our lives, and in our world today, we need to stop and thank God each day
for all the blessings He has provided us with! And if we're even thinking what have we got to be thankful for, we need to look
straight up each day and thank God for our salvation! But not only that, we need to look back on the events of our parish

February 12 and 26: We had Michelle Vuleta from the Archdiocese of Brisbane who gave a series of conferences to our
parish volunteers on safeguarding children and the vulnerable.

March 5: Fr. Trevor Trotter from the Columban Missionary Congregation conducted our Parish Lenten Reflection with 92
participants. The reflection was concluded by the Sacrament of Reconciliation with 4 priests hearing the Confessions.

April 17-19: Bishop Joseph Oudeman conducted an official Parish Pastoral Visit to our community and the school. His visit
was concluded by the Sacrament of Confirmation to our 68 children.

May 3: Was a memorable date for our 59 children who received the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist for the first time.

June 18: Mr. Rob Cosgrove of the Evangelisation Brisbane gave a talk to our parishioners on the famous book of Pope
Francis: THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL, and there were more than 60 in attendance.

September 12: Fr. Ray Sanchez of the Passionist Congregation conducted the Annual Parish Retreat on the topic: WHO
JESUS REALLY IS? It was well presented and there were more than 90 participants.

October 11: Was the most colourful and vibrant community event when we celebrated the Patronal Feast of St. Edward the
Confessor, combined with the Mass of all Nations. Attendance was estimated to be around 700 and the food was

Dec 24 and Dec 25: Christmas masses were in full swing. The church was overflowing with people most especially of

Aside from the above events in our parish, there were 67 new-comers (including children) in our parish and they
came from different near and far. There were also 130 baptised this year; 9 weddings and 7 Funeral Services.

And so, as much as we complain about things going on in our lives, and in our world today, we need to stop and
thank God each day for all the blessings He has provided us with!, especially for all His guidance and blessings for our parish
community throughout the year 2015. THANK YOU, O LORD!

Fr .

Ma r
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@ Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year from
¢ Daisy Hill and Southside Family Day Care

+. Our Office will be closed from Thursday 24th December and
will re-open on Monday 4th January
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Happy New Year

We are on Christmas Break | / ¢
Ning a hionérs a caring

and splrltual Christmas

St Edwardodos Seniors Gro
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Thank you to the Seniors for a great year this year.
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I had an enjoyable time with you all.

*
Parish Office hours during the # | wish you all a happy and holy Christmas and may
Christmas season -Q@v God bless you and keep you over this special time.
. ) ) o *We will meet again for mass and morning tea on
The Parish office will close fqr Christmas at 12.30 pm on Tuesday 9th February, 2016
24th December and open again at 9.00 am on the 29th December. Lo\ Noelene. 3208 5304.
Similarly, Office will close at 12.30 pm on 31st December open at < %7 0409 261 639
9.00 am on the 4th January 2016 for the New Year. ** %
We wish you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Uz % * K % * * o« %3)* * i

The Privacy
Privacy Act,

We here at the Parish of St Edward the Confessor, as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT AND THE AUSTRALIAN

Act i m
pl ease

PRIVACY PRINCIPLES.
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