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Are You Envious Because I am Generous? By: Fr. Marce Singson
Today’s gospel reading presents a perplexing parable, which looks like a case of
gross injustice. The labourers all worked for a different amount of hours, but all got
the same salary. These days, such an action of an employer would probably lead to
strike, or court case.
But if we look closely to the parable, we see that no injustice was done by the
employer. The workers hired at early
morning reached an agreement with
their employer for the usual daily
salary, a perfectly just arrangement.
All they were entitled to, both according to the economic standards of
the day and their personal contract,
was a full day’s pay for a full day’s
work. And that is exactly what they
got. When they found out that the
others had also received a full day’s
pay, which was really none of their
business, they who worked at early morning became indignant and demanded more.
But they did not have a leg to stand on. Their contract with their employer had been
fulfilled to the letter. The shamefulness of their complaint revealed in the answer of
the employer: “Are you envious because I am generous?”
Within this parable, the employer is shown to be both just and generous. He was just
to the workers who started working at early morning. He was
generous to those who came later. His action was not arbitrary. And yet we might
feel not comfortable about this parable today. Something is wrong. To begin with,
employers do not pay salary out of mercy or compassion,
especially to those who work less hours who receive the same wages as those who
work whole day. In real life, things just don’t work out the way the
employer did in today’s parable. And it is precisely in this realisation that we come
to the lesson Jesus had in mind. There is something wrong – something wrong in
our human smallness and pettiness. As we heard God say in our first reading today:
“Your thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways.” In effect,
Jesus is saying to us: “Do you know want to know what God is like? He is kind,
merciful and generous – much more than any human being would ever be!”
In real life, sometimes we may be tempted to be distressed about people seem to be
“getting away with murder.” We work hard, we always pray, we are faithful to
Church on weekends, we try to be good, kind and honest in all our daily dealing
with others; while those who care less to God, about prayer, about going to Church,
their lives seem to prosper and have everything their own way. We may think that
we are better than them morally, and yet they are better than us financially, socially,
and in every other natural way. May
be we feel not only envious of such
people, but also spiteful toward God
because of their good fortune. If such
be the case, we must open our ears
and listen to God saying to us:
“Are you envious because I am
generous?”

WE REMEMBER

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME UPDATE

In our prayers all who Our next celebration for
have died recently,
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Aline De Barritault
will be at 10.45 Sunday 29 October 2017.
Joan McMahon
Children who were confirmed with us in March this
and those whose anniversaries are in this year will take the next step in their full initiation in
month:
their faith journey. Applications forms can be obtained from our Parish Office or
on our web site under Sacramental Program.
James Scully
Concepcion Lopez
General enquiries to Cheryl at the Parish Office Ph 3299 2000 or Denise Love
Milton Hampe
Sacramental Coordinator 0402 654 652

Desolie Blacker
Marietta Cronin
Alexis Ty
Names of recently deceased or
anniversaries for the deceased will be
displayed for a period of 3 weeks only. For
privacy reasons these inserts will only be
accepted from a family member.
Thank you.

Happenings around our Parish
Bible Study Night
On behalf of the 120 Parishioners that
attended the first Bible Study Night on 14th
Sept. I wanted to thank Fr Marce for his
time, spiritual guidance and personal
reflection. The parishioners were so excited
with many of them saying that the cannot
wait until next week.

PLEASE PRAY
For all our Sick parishioners
and family members:
Herminia Sagun
Emily Cox
Eugenio Sagun
If you would like our community to
remember you or a family member in our
prayers please complete the information in
the register on the table at the back of the
Church. These will be displayed for 3
weeks only.
Thank you

BAPTISM
We welcome into our
Christian community:
Michael Mabin Moran
Isabelle Rose Pitt
Daniel Angelo Bencio
Ethan Ross Javier
Renzo Dennis Delos Santos
Baptism is 7 days a week. Please phone the
parish office for information regarding Baptism.

Parish Retreat with
Fr Ray Sanchez

Feedback:
 A truly uplifting and personal experience
learning about our past and where are
churches future lies. Thank you Fr Ray for
your time and thank you Fr Marce for
providing our parish with opportunities to
learn and grow.
 A great insight to the history of the church.
We learnt a lot today and how we need to
be involved in the church. Fr Ray was
inspirational as usual and it helped us to
both understand our faith and lifted our
spirits.

St Edward’s Annual Men’s Retreat
Hosted by the Parish Pastoral Council
We wish to advise that due to Fr Ray Sanchez’s unforeseen health
circumstances, the St Edward’s Annual Men’s Retreat which was
scheduled for Saturday 7th October 2017 has been postponed.
Please keep an eye out for revised details.
Thanks for your understanding and I look forward to us coming together
shortly.

VISITATION/COMMUNION FOR
THE SICK
25.09.2017, 09.10.2017, 16.10.2017
Please contact the office if you require a
visitation/ home communion.

Men’s Group Meeting
“Getting to the Point”
26th September @ 7.00pm
Venue: Room at the back of
the Church.
All men welcome. 2nd & 4th Tuesday
of the month. Open discussion on:
 Scripture.
 Future meetings.
For information contact:
Ron Ferrall 3290 3110
referrall@optusnet.com.au

Steven Richardson
Chairperson of the Parish Pastoral Council
St Edward's Parish are holding 6 evenings of reflection on scripture led by our
very own Fr Marce.

Thursday 19th October @ 6:45pm
Thursday 26th October @ 6:45pm
Thursday 9th November @ 6:45pm
Each evening, will include a fantastic sharing and understanding of scripture,
along with time for questions on anything you may have longed to ask about!
This is a fantastic opportunity to ask, discover and deepen your knowledge.
God is calling you to discover his WORD! In the words of Jesus, all are
welcome!
Please bring all your friends and family who may be interested in attending these
one of a kind events!
We do not require names or contact details for these sessions
so please just arrive.

MASS TIMES 24th—30th September 2017
Sunday,
24 September

Monday,
25 September

Tuesday,
26 September

Wednesday,
27 September

Thursday,
28 September

Friday,
29 September

Saturday
30 September

8.30am Mass
6.00pm Mass

7.00am Rosary
7.30am Mass

7.30am Mass

7.00pm Mass
Adoration

7.30am Mass

7.00am Rosary
7.30am Mass

7.30am Mass

25th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

St Vincent de
Paul

Basic questions answered according to the
Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Q. What is justification?
Justification is the most excellent work of God's love. It is the
merciful and freely-given act of God which takes away our
sins and makes us just and holy in our whole being. It is
brought about by means of the grace of the Holy Spirit which
has been merited for us by the passion of Christ and is given
to us in Baptism. Justification is the beginning of the free
response of man, that is, faith in Christ and of cooperation
with the grace of the Holy Spirit.
Q. What is the grace that justifies?
That grace is the gratuitous gift that God gives us to make us
participants in his trinitarian life and able to act by his love. It
is called habitual, sanctifying or deifying grace because it
sanctifies and divinizes us. It is supernatural because it
depends entirely on God's gratuitous initiative and surpasses
the abilities of the intellect and the powers of human beings. It
therefore escapes our experience.
Q. What other kinds of grace are there?
Besides habitual grace, there are actual graces (gifts for
specific circumstances), sacramental graces (gifts proper to
each sacrament), special graces or charisms (gifts that are
intended for the common good of the Church) among which
are the graces of state that accompany the exercise of
ecclesial ministries and the responsibilities of life.
Q. What is the relationship between grace and human
freedom?
Grace precedes, prepares and elicits our free response. It
responds to the deep yearning of human freedom, calls for its
cooperation and leads freedom toward its perfection.
Q. What is merit?
In general merit refers to the right to recompense for a good
deed. With regard to God, we of ourselves are not able to
merit anything, having received everything freely from him.
However, God gives us the possibility of acquiring merit
through union with the love of Christ, who is the source of our
merits before God. The merits for good works, therefore must
be attributed first place to the grace of God and then to the
free will of man.
Q. What is the common good?
By the common good is meant the sum total of those
conditions of social life which allow people as groups and as
individuals to reach their proper fulfilment.

Sts Michael,
Gabriel &
Raphael,
Archangels

5.30pm
Reconciliation
6.00pm Mass

Parish Hospitality Teams
Join us and the Parish Community for a
cuppa and refreshments in the covered
area at the side of the Church.
01.10.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Al Silagan’s Team
08.10.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Denise Love’s Team
15.10.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Vange Munn’s Team
22.10.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Cecilio Sebial’s Team
Birthday & Anniversary Celebrations
23rd—24th September 2017

Senior Group Update
Mass : 10 October 2017
At this Mass Father also will have an
Anointing Of The Sick. Join us for morning
tea afterwards in the hospitality area.

Friday 20th October 2017
Lunch today is at the Beenleigh R.S.L,
13 Barydn Halliday Drive,
Mount Warren Park.
We will meet at the church at 11am.
Lunch from 12 noon.
Numbers to me by Wednesday 18th October. Pay for
lunch on the day.
Noelene 3208 5304 or 0409 261 639

We can use your postage stamps from
your mail

The Salesian Missions use the old stamps that are
passed on to them to raise funds. This goes towards
Salesian Education and relief work in developing
nations. Yes, the Post man does not have to stop by
Q. What is involved in the common good?
often, but on that rare occasion he does, and on that
The common good involves: respect for and promotion of the envelope, if there is a stamp, can you please pass this
fundamental rights of the person, the development of the
on to us, instead of throwing it in the bin? A small
spiritual and temporal good of persons and society, and the
gesture, lending a big helping hand. We have placed a
peace and security of all.
collection box for stamps in the parish office.

Church Ministers’ Rosters for next weekend 30th September—01st October 2017
Saturday 6.00pm

Sunday 8.30am

Sunday 6.00pm

Holy Mass Coordinators

Muriel Fitzsimons

Brian Ridder

Jeanne Medina

Parish Choirs

Spiritus

St Cecilia

El Shaddai

Overhead Projectionist

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Proclaimers of the Word: 1
Proclaimers of the Word: 2

Edmund Lai
Cecilia Lai

Xyle Sebial
Chalani Welgama

Jericho Quinones
Elana Alitin

Communion Ministers

David McLean

Steven Richardson

Cheryl McCaffery

Charles Telles

John Guiton

Nix Arezza

Edmund Lai

Greg Gregorio

Sean O’Brien

Scott Perret

Reece Healy

Ason Medina

Jan McMahon

Charity Oporto

Ica Medina

Sio Afoa
Ed Havelock
Altar Servers

Deandra Ganggangan

Shannon Oporto

Caleb O’Brien

Deona Ganggangan

Virginia Mirago

Ella O’Brien

Children’s Liturgy

Our conference has been invited to a meeting
on the 20th September organised by the Hon
Mr Jim Chalmers, federal labour member
for Rankin and shadow minister for
Finance. The guest speaker is the Hon Jenny
Macklin, Shadow Minister for Families and Social
Services. The purpose of the meeting is to address the issue
of rising costs of living and how it affects the poor and
disadvantaged in our community. A comprehensive report
of the work done by our conference so far this year has
been prepared to take to the meeting. A copy of this report
will be placed on the notice board at the back of the church
for your perusal. It is hard to believe that in Australia our
children are not at school because they had no food for
breakfast or lunch. Much more needs to done to empower
these people to live happy and productive lives. Our
conference is suggesting a Community Centre be
established to provide counselling for families who have
experienced violence in the home. The centre would also
provide programs on life skills – budgeting, prioritising,
housekeeping, etc. Such a Centre is “A hand up not a hand
out” policy. I sincerely thank all those people who regularly
donate food, furniture,
bedding and finance to our
conference. Your
contribution is greatly
appreciated. Let us continue
to pray and hope for those
people who have fallen on
hard times. Pope Francis
says, “ Humanity needs hope to
survive and it needs the Holy
Spirit to hope”.

Available for purchase NOW…
2018 Columban Art Calendar
It is an amazing fact that after almost 95
years, and with generosity of our parish, the
Calendar still supports the activities of
Columbans working to bring the Good News
to poor communities and to make our local
Church more missionary.
Recommended retail price is $9.00.

Available from the Parish Office or SVDP Store.
ATTENTION ALL READERS
The edition of ‘Break Open the Word 2018’ has been
ordered and we encourage ALL READERS to order
your copy to assist you with your preparation for the
week end Mass readings. Email the office or place
your name on the form at the back of the church.
Recommended retail price is $20.00

Children's Liturgy
Term 4 dates are:
October 8th & 22nd
November 5th & 19th
December 3rd—Break up.

If you are new to the
Parish or are visiting,
Welcome!
We are glad you have come to share Eucharist with
us today. Please leave your details with the parish
office on 3299 2000 so that Fr. Marce and a
member of our Parish Pastoral Council can reach
out to you with a formal welcome.
Thank you

We here at the Parish of St Edward the Confessor, as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT AND THE AUSTRALIAN
PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au or www.stewardsdaisyhill.org.au
We are also compelled to adhere to the Policy of the Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/

