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“LET IT BE”

By: Fr. Marce Singson
God speaks the creative word. When God says “Let there be” light, and light
was there. Today, however, we remember Mary’s words, “Let it be.” “Let it
be with me according to your word.” Mary’s words, “Let it be,” echo God’s
words, “Let there be.” It is like an ongoing call and response between God
and humanity. God prays creation into existence and Mary says, “Amen. Let
it be.” Jesus is able to take flesh because Mary’s humanity gives him that
possibility. This could only happen with Mary’s “Let it be.” Her gift to God
is her humanity and through her our humanity. The incarnation of God in
Jesus is not, however, limited to Mary. It is an affirmation of God’s creation
and the goodness of humanity. God chooses human flesh, not a cedar house,
as the place of God’s dwelling. Each one of us can stand as the “favoured
one,” the one with whom God is. Each of us is called to grow up to be Godbearers, to carry the life of God within our own humanity.
Mary is a part of us. She is that part of us that is womb-like, the part that
gives birth to Christ in our world. To reject Mary is to say no to God. To
reject Mary is to reject the holy of holies within us. To reject Mary is to end
the ongoing story of creation and salvation. To love and venerate Mary,
however, is to discover the life God is creating in us and who are to be when
we grow up. Mary teaches us how to say, “Yes.”
Each one of us is to echo Mary’s words, “Let it be.” Don’t hear this as
passivity. This is not a “que sera, sera” attitude. It means we must be
vulnerable, open, receptive. It means that we must let down the veils that we
think separate us. Mary sees her virginity as a veil of separation. “How can
this be, since I am a virgin?” Not only that, but Mary is weaving a new veil
for the temple.
We all live with veils that we think separate us from God. There are veils of
fear, shame, and guilt. Independence and individualism become veils of
isolation. Sometimes we are veiled in logic, rationalism, and unable or
unwilling to abandon ourselves to the mystery. Often our veils are the life we
have created for ourselves.
God looks through our veils to see the “favoured one” even when we cannot
see ourselves that way. God’s words of possibility speak across our veils
announcing that God is with us and that we will conceive within us God’s
own life. God is always stepping through our veils to choose us as God’s
dwelling place.
“How can this be?” With those words Mary acknowledges that the life
Gabriel announces is not the life she was creating for herself. “Let it be.”
With those words Mary receives the life God is creating in her. Between
“How can this be?” and “Let it be” the impossible becomes a reality, the
never before heard of will forever be spoken of, and the veil between divinity
and humanity has fallen.
Offer whatever excuses, reasons, and veils you have why this cannot be true
for you. Gabriel will tell you differently.
“Nothing will be impossible with God.”

WE REMEMBER
In our prayers all who
have died recently,
Irish Dimas
Baby Angel
and those whose anniversaries are in this
month:
Lawrence Tautua
Gertrude Berhardt
Beverley Wilson
Jesus Tajon

Basic questions answered according to the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.
Q. Why can we dare to draw near to God in full confidence?
Because Jesus, our Redeemer, brings us into the Father's presence and
his Spirit makes us his children. We are thus able to pray the Our Father
with simple and filial trust, with joyful assurance and humble boldness,
with the certainty of being loved and heard.

Q. How is it possible to address God as "Father"?
We can invoke the "Father" because the Son of God made man has
Names of recently deceased or
revealed him to us and because his Spirit makes him known to us. The
anniversaries for the deceased will be
displayed for a period of 3 weeks only. For invocation, Father, lets us enter into his mystery with an ever new sense
privacy reasons these inserts will only be
of wonder and awakens in us the desire to act as his children. When we
accepted from a family member.
pray the Lord's Prayer, we are therefore aware of our being sons of the
Thank you.
Father in the Son.

PLEASE PRAY
For all our Sick parishioners
and family members:
Ray Brady
John Francis
Dulcie Francis
Phvl Francis
Kathleen Francis
Neil Talbot
Henie Sagun
Eugenio Sagun
If you would like our community to
remember you or a family member in our
prayers please complete the information in
the register on the table at the back of the
Church. These will be displayed for 3
weeks only.
Thank you.

BAPTISM
We welcome into our
Christian community:
Finn Mark Stacey
Baptism is 7 days a week. Please phone the
parish office for information regarding Baptism.

VISITATION/COMMUNION FOR
THE SICK
08.01.2018 & 15.01.2018
Please contact the office if you require a
visitation/ home communion.

Q. Why do we say "our" Father?
"Our" expresses a totally new relationship with God. When we pray to the
Father, we adore and glorify him with the Son and the Holy Spirit. In Christ
we are "his" people and he is "our" God now and for eternity. In fact, we
also say "our" Father because the Church of Christ is the communion of a
multitude of brothers and sisters who have but "one heart and mind" (Acts
4:32).
Q. With what spirit of communion and mission do we pray to God as
"our" Father?
Since praying to "our" Father is a common blessing for the baptized, we
feel an urgent summons to join in Jesus' prayer for the unity of his
disciples. To pray the "Our Father" is to pray with all people and for all
people that they may know the one true God and be gathered into unity.
Q. What does the phrase "Who art in heaven" mean?
This biblical expression does not indicate a place but a way of being: God
transcends everything. The expression refers to the majesty, the holiness
of God, and also to his presence in the hearts of the just. Heaven, or the
Father's house, constitutes our true homeland toward which we are
moving in hope while we are still on earth. "Hidden with Christ in
God" (Colossians 3:3), we live already in his homeland.
Q. What is the structure of the Lord's Prayer?
It contains seven petitions made to God the Father. The first three, more
God-centered, draw us toward him for his glory; it is characteristic of love
to think first of the beloved. These petitions suggest in particular what we
ought to ask of him: the sanctification of his Name, the coming of his
Kingdom, and the fulfillment of his will. The last four petitions present to
the Father of mercies our wretchedness and our expectations. They ask
him to feed us, to forgive us, to sustain us in temptations, and to free us
from the Evil One.

Q. What does "Hallowed by thy Name" mean?
To hallow or make holy the Name of God is above all a prayer of praise
that acknowledges God as holy. In fact, God revealed his holy Name to
23rd January @ 7.00pm Moses and wanted his people to be consecrated for him as a holy nation
Venue: Room at the back of in which he would dwell.
the Church.
All men welcome. 2nd & 4th Tuesday Q. How is the Name of God made holy in us and in the world?
To make holy the Name of God, who calls us "to holiness" (1 Thessaloniof the month. Open discussion on:
ans 4:7) is to desire that our baptismal consecration animate our whole
 Scripture.
life. In addition, it is to ask - with our lives and our prayers - that the Name
 Future meetings.
of God be known and blessed by every man.
For information contact:
Ron Ferrall 3290 3110
referrall@optusnet.com.au

Men’s Group Meeting
“Getting to the Point”

MASS TIMES 24th—30th December 2017
Sunday,
24 December

Monday,
25 December

Tuesday,
26 December

Wednesday,
27 December

Thursday,
28 December

Friday,
29 December

Saturday
30 December

8.30am Mass
7.00pm Mass

12:00Midnight
Mass

NO MASS

NO MASS

NO MASS

NO MASS

NO MORNING
MASS

4th Sunday of
Advent

8.30am Mass

6.00pm Mass

Parish Hospitality Teams
Join us and the Parish Community for a
cuppa and refreshments in the covered
area at the side of the Church.
PARISH OFFICE NOTICE:
Our office will be closed between 02nd January 2018 to 05th
January 2018. If you need to contact someone urgently
please call the office on 3299 2000 and leave a
message. Someone will be clearing the messages on a regular
basis.
Thank you.

FOUND
Two (2) very beautiful and delicate bracelets had
been left behind after the Youth Event on
09.12.2017. If you had misplaced or lost a
bracelet you can claim them by calling the office
on 3299 2000.
Keeping faith with
you


Special Christmas edition, and tribute edition to the late
Bishop John Gerry
* Christmas messages from Queensland bishops and from
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference president
* Coverage of Royal Commission’s final report
* Holy See considering Royal Commission’s call for
Church reforms
* Five-year-old Catholic girl’s first haircut to be another
child’s Christmas gift
 Farming family devastated by the death of a parent and
who had its home damaged by fire will find
stockings full on Christmas day, thanks to Catholic
charity
* Vatican Museums shining light on indigenous culture
 Br Damien Price writes how the Little Drummer Boy can
help us see how we may have ‘played our best for
Him’
* Terry Lees reflects on taking time to ‘feel the love’ of
Christmas
* BONUS: The Catholic Leader 2018 calendar

31.12.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Cecilio Sebial’s Team
07.01.2018 @ 8.30am Mass
Rose George’s Team
14.01.2018 @ 8.30am Mass
Al Silagan’s Team
21.01.2018 @ 8.30am Mass
Denise Love’s Team
28.01.2018 @ 8.30am Mass
Vange Munn’s Team
Birthday & Anniversary Celebrations 27th—28th January 2018

Senior Group Update
No January Mass or activity
Mass : 13th February 2018
@ 9:00am.
At this Mass Father also will have an
Anointing Of The Sick. Join us for morning tea
afterwards in the hospitality area.
Noelene 3208 5304 or 0409 261 639

St Edward’s Sacramental
Program
Commences with Confirmation on
Thursday 15th March 2018 at 6:00pm.
Applications can be obtained from the
back of the Church or from our website.
Applications for Confirmation 2018 close Friday 23
February 2018.
Monday 12 March 2018 @ 6.00pm Spiritual Conference and Rehearsal for parents/
guardians/students.
For more information contact the Parish office on
3299 2000 or email daisyhill@bne.catholic.net.au
Sacramental Coordinator
Denise Love.

Church Ministers’ Rosters for next weekend 30th December 2017—01st January 2018
Saturday 6.00pm

Sunday 8.30am

Sunday 6.00pm

Monday 8.30am

Holy Mass Coordinators

Muriel Fitzsimons

Francis Oliva

Gavin Clancy

Denise Love

Parish Choirs

Voices of Praise

St Cecilia

Voices of Praise

St Cecilia

Overhead Projectionist
Proclaimers of the Word:
1

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Edmund Lai

Maria Richardson-Beck

Heather Cooper

Sue Neve

Proclaimers of the Word:

Cecilia Lai

Esther Isbon

Colin Clancy

Ethan Ganggangan

Communion Ministers

David McLean

Laura Ferrall

Eldrin Dee

Cheryl McCaffery

Eve Douglas

Charity Oporto

Jed De Chavez

Muriel Fitzsimons

Edmund Lai

Ray Hughes

Ica Medina

Rose George

Scott Perret

Denise Love

Cheryl McCaffery

Vange Munn

Jan McMahon

Carmel Burgess

Anna O’Brien

Brian Ridder
Cecilio Sebial
Altar Servers

Deandra Ganggangan

Simeon Bampton

Job Villadolid

Annabelle Wessling

Deona Ganggangan

Virginia Isbon

Elijah Alitin

Candice Wessling

Children’s Liturgy

The St Vincent de Paul Society in
Australia has more than 60,000 members
and volunteers, who work hard to assist
people in need and combat social injustice
across Australia. Internationally, the Society operates
in 140 countries and has over 800,000 members.
Our Key Values
We have identified seven key values to which we are
aligned and they include commitment, compassion,
respect, integrity, empathy, advocacy and courage. We
are proud of the key values for which we stand.
Commitment – Loyalty in service to our mission,
vision and values.

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
John Wood 0408 296 422
St Edward’s Parish Representative

Children's Liturgy Children’s Liturgy
takes place every second Sunday during
the 8.30am Mass. We have a break
during School holidays.

We can use your postage stamps from
your mail

The Salesian Missions use the old stamps that are passed
Compassion – Welcoming and serving all with under- on to them to raise funds. This goes towards Salesian
standing and without Judgement.
Education and relief work in developing nations. Yes, the
Post man does not have to stop by often, but on that rare
Respect – Service to all regardless of creed, ethnic or occasion he does, and on that envelope, if there is a
social background, health, gender or political opinions. stamp, can you please pass this on to us, instead of
throwing it in the bin? A small gesture, lending a big
Integrity – promoting, maintaining and adhering to
helping hand. We have placed a collection box for
our mission, vision and values.
stamps in the parish office.
Empathy – Establishing relationships based on
respect, trust, friendship and perception.

If you are new to the
Parish or are visiting,
Welcome!
Advocacy – Working to transform the causes of
We are glad you have come to share Eucharist with
poverty and challenging the causes of human injustice. us today. Please leave your details with the parish
office on 3299 2000 so that Fr. Marce and a
Courage – Encouraging spiritual growth, welcoming
member of our Parish Pastoral Council can reach
innovation and giving hope for the future.
out to you with a formal welcome. Thank you
We here at the Parish of St Edward the Confessor, as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT AND THE AUSTRALIAN
PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au or www.stewardsdaisyhill.org.au
We are also compelled to adhere to the Policy of the Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/

