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YOUR ANSWER MATTERS

By: Fr. Marce

Today’s gospel, is one that interests many of us because it deals with the question of
separation between Church and State. The first thing we should note is that the question
put to Jesus was a lawyer’s trick question. It was not a question that sought enlightenment; it was not put to Jesus in order to learn from Him. No. It was put to Jesus to trap
Him. Was He to be seen as an insurrectionist revolutionary and an enemy of the State or
was He to be seen as a collaborator with the hated Roman authorities who so brutalized
the Jewish people? The Pharisees, the religious fundamentalists of the day, hated the
Roman tax. The Herodians, those Jews who supported the Roman puppet King Herod,
supported the tax. Both groups, the Pharisees and the Herodians, hated each other. But
here we find them joined together in a combined effort to trap Jesus, to discredit Him,
and thus do away with Him, each trying to trap Jesus for their own reasons.
With a canny response Jesus discredits them both. Both the Pharisees and the Herodians
were Jews. Both groups, as Jews, rejected
graven images as violations of the First
Commandment. No Jew of any stripe
would countenance the idea that idols
were to be worshipped. Here we find
Jesus in His response to their tricky
question asking them for a coin, which
they gave Him. Note that both they and
Jesus were in the Temple area when this
incident took place. Note, too, that the
Roman coin had carved upon it the image
of the infamous Tiberius Caesar, the one
who had so desecrated the Jewish Temple. The coin also bore the inscription: “Tiberius
Caesar – Son of the Divine Augustus”. On the coin’s other side it designated him as
“Pontifex Maximus”, supreme priest. For Jews, this was blasphemous idolatry.
The fact that they had carried that coin with them into the Temple precincts tells us that
they thereby discredited themselves. No good Jew would be caught with such a coin on
the Temple’s grounds, the holiest site in all of Judaism. Furthermore, we need to realize
that Jesus’ response was directed at the precise issue of whether or not the Roman taxes
should be paid. Jesus said nothing about the autonomy of Caesar in his secular role. Nor
was Jesus making any statement at all about separating religion from society. So these
questions remain: What is Caesar’s, and what is God’s? Is there anything at all that is
not God’s – is there anything at all in human activity that does not stand under God’s
judgment?
Separation of church and state has benefited us here in Australia. We have a democracy,
not a theocracy, and that has served us well. We do not have a state religion; we have
freedom of religion. We are free to practice our religious beliefs as we choose. But
where is it written that freedom of religion means freedom from religion? Are people of
faith obliged not to express their beliefs and put them into practice in the public
domain? We must remember that while rendering to Caesar what is Caesar’s we must
still render to God what is God’s. Does God have expectations of us with regard to our
civic order? Are our public policies to be exercised freed from God’s norms and apart
from God’s will? What is to be kept from God’s purview?
What, then, is Caesar’s and what is God’s? That question is being argued out in our
times in a great debate over the importance and value of religion in our
society. What is Caesar’s and what is God’s? The question is just as important to us now
as it was when it was put to Jesus. And so is its answer.
Your answer matters!

WE REMEMBER
In our prayers all who
have died recently,
Iris Coglan
and those whose anniversaries are in this
month:
Fred Mathieson
Names of recently deceased or
anniversaries for the deceased will be
displayed for a period of 3 weeks only. For
privacy reasons these inserts will only be
accepted from a family member.
Thank you.

PLEASE PRAY
For all our Sick parishioners
and family members:
Eugenio Sagun
Randolf George
Benita Estubo
Mark Kabashi
Nicholas McNelley
If you would like our community to
remember you or a family member in our
prayers please complete the information in
the register on the table at the back of the
Church. These will be displayed for 3
weeks only.

CELEBRATION OF OUR PARISH
FEAST DAY LAST SUNDAY
15 October 2017.
Our Mass fittingly had a multi cultural theme
which represents our Australian community
today. Our parish community is made up of
people from all over the world; some 46
countries.
It was a joy to see the colourful national costumes and smiles on faces of
the flag bearers as the flag ceremony took place. All Parishioners were
proud to clap and celebrate as each country name was read out. Each and
everyone of us enriching the lives of others.
Fr Marce’s liturgy together with the choirs preparation ensured we had a
celebration that was spiritually awakening, joyous, vibrant and one that
connected each and everyone of us as children of God without any barriers
– we are all equal in the eyes of God.
After Mass all enjoyed a brunch that fed over 700 people possibly more
like 800. Thank you to each and everyone who brought foods
representing their country of origin. The feast was truly an international
banquet including very generous donations of whole pigs cooked to
perfection. Savory and sweet foods adorned tables upon tables. We can be
so proud of our parish community-it is alive-feedback from visitors was
fantastic.

Thank you Sincere thanks to Vange Munn and Al Silagan and their
service team and all Pastoral council members who worked
tirelessly to ensure all ran smoothly. Thank you also to those
BAPTISM
who prepared decorations and to Tim Trainor and the choir
We welcome into our
for their music during Mass and whilst we enjoyed our
Christian community:
brunch.

Lastly and with gratitude we thank Fr Marce our dedicated
and committed Parish Priest. Your initiative to celebrate as
Baptism is 7 days a week. Please phone the
parish office for information regarding Baptism. we did last Sunday is appreciated. So many lives were touch
Thank you
and uplifted and in turn have shared their experience with
others.

VISITATION/COMMUNION FOR
THE SICK
23.10.2017, 13.11.2017 & 20.11.2017
Please contact the office if you require a
visitation/ home communion.

Men’s Group Meeting
“Getting to the Point”
24th October @ 7.00pm
Venue: Room at the back of
the Church.
All men welcome. 2nd & 4th Tuesday
of the month. Open discussion on:
 Scripture.
 Future meetings.
For information contact:
Ron Ferrall 3290 3110
referrall@optusnet.com.au

Our community was again
strengthened.
St Edward's Parish are holding 6 evenings of reflection on scripture led by our
very own Fr Marce.

Thursday 26th October @ 6:45pm
Thursday 9th November @ 6:45pm
Each evening, will include a fantastic sharing and understanding of scripture,
along with time for questions on anything you may have longed to ask about!
This is a fantastic opportunity to ask, discover and deepen your knowledge.
God is calling you to discover his WORD! In the words of Jesus, all are
welcome!
Please bring all your friends and family who may be interested in attending these
one of a kind events!
We do not require names or contact details for these sessions
so please just arrive.

MASS TIMES 22nd—28th October 2017
Sunday,
22 October

Monday,
23 October

Tuesday,
24 October

Wednesday,
25 October

Thursday,
26 October

Friday,
27 October

Saturday
28 October

8.30am Mass
6.00pm Mass

7.00am Rosary
7.30am Mass

7.30 am Mass

7.00pm Mass
Adoration

7.30am Mass

7.00am Rosary
7.30am Mass

7.30am Mass

29th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

5.30pm
Reconciliation
6.00pm Mass
Sts Simon &
Jude, Apostles

Parish Hospitality Teams
Join us and the Parish Community for a
cuppa and refreshments in the covered
area at the side of the Church.
Last Friday we celebrated St Eddies’ Day. It was full of fun and
laughter where children were engaged in a wide range of activities,
including craft and the disco. The day commenced with a Prayer
Celebration . The highlight was the “St Edward- what’s his
story?” interview that was conducted by school leaders Caitlin
Edwards and Alister Wardlaw. It was a great way to learn about St
Edward.
Edward was known for his humility, his life of prayer, his service
and respect for the people he led and especially his kindness to the
poor. These are qualities that we would wish to nurture in our own
context, accepting our roles in life with gratitude and humility,
serving others with a spirit of generosity, and drawing our strength
from a life of prayer and for those in leadership, leading with justice
and good stewardship. These are qualities we can nurture wherever
we find ourselves. Happy St Eddies Day!

28.10.2017 @ 6.00pm Mass
Anita & Neville Peres’s Team
29.10.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Rose George’s Team
29.10.2017 @ 6.00pm Mass
Cheryl McCaffery’s Team
05.11.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Al Silagan’s Team
Birthday & Anniversary Celebrations
28th—29th October 2017

Senior Group Update
Mass : 14 November 2017
At this Mass Father also will have an Anointing Of The
Sick. Join us for morning tea afterwards in
the hospitality area.

Friday 20th October 2017

Rick Sheehan
Principal

St Edward’s Parish held it’s famous annual Mass of All
Nations last Sunday, with the biggest turn out yet! A total of
more than 700 parishioners were in attendance to help
celebrate the diversity and culture amongst our parish.

Lunch today is at the Beenleigh R.S.L,
13 Barydn Halliday Drive,
Mount Warren Park.
We will meet at the church at 11am.
Lunch from 12 noon.
Numbers to me by Wednesday 18th October. Pay for
lunch on the day.
Noelene 3208 5304 or 0409 261 639

The flag precession marked a truly marvellous beginning to
our Mass, with a total of 46 flag bearers from all nationalities
proudly carrying their flags.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR MUSICIANS
TO JOIN
ST CECILIA’S GROUP.

Our Mass was further nourished with the Word of God being
spoken in many different languages by our wonderful
parishioners. What a joy it is to hear God’s Word being
spoken in the many ways.

Can you play an instrument?
We would love to have you join us every 1st, 3rd
and 5th Sunday of the month at 8.30am Mass.
Please contact the office if you
are interested.

As our tradition continues, we were again, flowing with an
abundance of food from every corner of the globe. Our
Parish certainly enjoyed the feast of many international
delicacies.
We are so lucky to have a culturally enriched Parish that is
proud of it’s diversity but still remains one body in Christ.
Steven Richardson
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

WE NEED YOU!

Underwood Lions are taking orders
for 1kg Lions Christmas fruit cakes
$13 each. Please see Michael or
Carmel Burgess, Frankie Little or
Josie Rae Smith. They will have them ready for you in
time for Christmas.
Carmel Burgess:
0413 000 387

Church Ministers’ Rosters for next weekend 28th—29th October 2017
Saturday 6.00pm

Sunday 8.30am

Sunday 6.00pm

Holy Mass Coordinators

Jim & Fay

Francis Oliva

Gavin Clancy

Parish Choirs

Voices of Praise

St Cecilia

Voices of Praise

Overhead Projectionist

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Proclaimers of the Word: 1
Proclaimers of the Word: 2

Camille Sonido
Dylan Peres

Maria Richardson-Beck
Ester Isbon

Heather Cooper
Colin Clancy

Communion Ministers

Neville Peres

Laura Ferrall

Eldrin Dee

Anita Peres

Charity Oporto

Jed De Chavez

Eve Douglas

Ray Hughes

Ica Medina

Chriselle D’Mello

Denise Love

Shane McCaffery

Shirley D’Mello

Carmel Burgess

Anna O’Brien

Brian Ridder
Cecilio Sebial
Altar Servers

Candice Wessling

Simeon Bampton

Job Villadolid

Jonathan Wessling

Virginia Isbon

Elijah Alitin

Children’s Liturgy

St Vincent de Paul
Christmas Hampers
The school breaks up for Summer holidays on the
1st December this means the Christmas hampers have
to be packed and ready for delivery by then as we do
the packing in the school hall. Fr Marce has given
permission to run the Christmas Appeal in the parish
from the 6th November to November 24th November.
The hampers will be packed in the school hall on
Thursday 30th November ready for delivery on the 16th
December. We appeal once again to your generosity to
provide Christmas food items to fill the hampers. A list
of items will be placed at the front of the church.
Please take one and put your gift in the St Vincent de
Paul food box. At present we are looking at doing 50
hampers for
families. Please give and bring the Christmas joy to
the lives of those little children who have very little to
experience the joy of the Christmas Season.

Women’s Discernment Retreat
Vocations Brisbane is running a weekend retreat for young
women who are keen to explore more about a vocation to
religious life. All young women 18-40yrs old are welcome
to come along and discover more about where God is calling you!
Date: Saturday 25th – 26th November 2017
Time: 9am Saturday - 5pm Sunday
Venue: Canossian Spirituality Centre, 169 Seventeen
Mile Rocks Rd, Oxley
For more information or to RSVP contact Sr. Melissa
0484 007 508
ATTENTION ALL READERS
The edition of ‘Break Open the Word 2018’ has
ARRIVED and we encourage ALL READERS to
order your copy to assist you with your preparation
for the week end Mass readings. Email the office for
your copy. For those who have ordered and paid for
this book you can collect yours from the back of the
Church. Recommended retail price is $20.00

Children's Liturgy
Term 4 dates are:
October 22nd
November 5th & 19th
December 3rd—Break up.

If you are new to the
Parish or are visiting,
Welcome!
We are glad you have come to share Eucharist with
us today. Please leave your details with the parish
office on 3299 2000 so that Fr. Marce and a
member of our Parish Pastoral Council can reach
out to you with a formal welcome.
Thank you
We here at the Parish of St Edward the Confessor, as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT AND THE AUSTRALIAN
PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au or www.stewardsdaisyhill.org.au
We are also compelled to adhere to the Policy of the Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/

