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GOD’S GRACE

By: Fr. Marce Singson

Grace reminds us that we are not nearly as self-sufficient, deserving, or
independent as a wage based society would like us to believe. Neither is our worth
determined by our productivity or usefulness to another. Grace does not justify or
excuse discrimination, unfairness, or oppression. To the contrary it holds before us
the truth that each person is more than their behavior, their looks, their
accomplishments, or their failures.
The tragedy of a wage based life is that it blinds us to the presence of grace, the
life of God, in our own life. It can make us resentful of grace, goodness, and
beauty in the life of another. It separates and isolates us from others. Eventually
we set up standards and expectations not only for ourselves and others but for
God. That’s what happened to the first hired in today’s parable. They saw themselves as different from and more deserving than the later hired. They grumbled
against the landowner saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have
made them equal to us.” The truth is they are not that different from each other.
Neither group owned the vineyard. Both groups needed a job and both groups
were chosen, invited in, by no effort of their own doing. There is, however, something that distinguishes the first hired and the later hired.
The distinction is not what time they showed up to work. The real distinction
between the first hired and all the later hired is the terms under which they entered
the vineyard. The first hired entered the vineyard only after agreeing to the usual
daily wage. They settled for too little. They shortchanged themselves. That’s often
what happens in a wage based society. Apparently the landowner is willing to pay
more than the usual daily wage. A full day’s wage for less than a full day’s work.
“That’s not fair,” we might say. No, it’s not. That’s grace.
The first hired got what they bargained for. The first group of hired workers
started at 6:00am. This group agreed with the master to receive 1 denarius for a
whole day work. The later hired workers, those who come at 9:00 a.m., 12 noon,
3:00 p.m., even 5:00 p.m., did not, however, negotiate for the usual daily wage.
They entered the vineyard trusting they would be paid “whatever is right.” Whatever is right is not determined by the first hired or by a wage based society but by
the goodness of the landowner. These later hired workers received more than they
earned, more than they deserved, more than they had a right to ask or hope for.
That’s just what God does. “Whatever is right” isn’t about fairness but about
grace.
Why settle for the usual daily wage when God wants to give you “whatever is
right” for your life, your needs, your salvation? “Whatever is right” will always be
more than fair, more than we could ask or imagine. Yet we sometimes trust a
wage based life more than we trust grace. In so doing we deny ourselves and
others the life God wants to give. So how might we begin to move from a wage
based life to the vineyard of grace?
Stop comparing yourself and your life to others and you will create room for grace
to emerge. Refuse to compete in such a way that someone must lose for you to
win. Trust that in God’s world there is enough for everyone. Let go of
expectations based on what you think you or others deserve. Give God the
freedom to pay whatever is right knowing that God’s ways are not your ways.
Make no judgments of yourself or others. That is the way of grace, the way of
God.
Imagine if we all let go of those four things; comparison, competition,
expectation, and judgment. Your life would be God-filled, you would make space
for the life of another to be God-filled, and the world would, the parable tells us,
look a lot like the kingdom of heaven.

WE REMEMBER

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME UPDATE

In our prayers all who Our next celebration for
have died recently,
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Leonora Quiray
will
be
at 10.45 Sunday 29 October 2017.
Aline De Barritault
Children who were confirmed with us in March this
Joan McMahon
and those whose anniversaries are in this year will take the next step in their full initiation in
their faith journey. Applications forms can be obtained from our Parish Office or
month:
on our web site under Sacramental Program.
William Darby
General enquiries to Cheryl at the Parish Office Ph 3299 2000 or Denise Love
Gregoria Ferrer
Sacramental Coordinator 0402 654 652
John Mullane
James Scully
Concepcion Lopez
Milton Hampe

Farewell OSHC Leaders

Names of recently deceased or
anniversaries for the deceased will be
displayed for a period of 3 weeks only. For
privacy reasons these inserts will only be
accepted from a family member. Thank you.

Two of our most dedicated and long serving staff members
of Out of School Hours Care said goodbye to start the new
chapter in their books—Retirement.

PLEASE PRAY
For all our Sick parishioners
and family members:
Jason Sagun
Herminia Sagun
Jhumar Lopez
Jim Clifford
If you would like our community to
remember you or a family member in our
prayers please complete the information in
the register on the table at the back of the
Church. These will be displayed for 3
weeks only.
Thank you

BAPTISM
We welcome into our
Christian community:
Reyna Margaux Toledo
Angelique Maya Groom
Lorenzo Stephen Salvatore Jones

Last week Anne Mackay and Cynthia Grecia joined
Fr Marce and Parish staff at a luncheon in recognition of
their commitment and patients to our children and
families.
It takes a person with special skills to carry out the work
these ladies had shown over the years. Both had been in
their positions for over 20 + years. They were very humbled with all the attention.
On behalf of the Parish of St Edwards we would like to say Thank You.

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
John Wood
St Edward’s Parish Representative
0408 296 422
St Edwards Parish has the responsibility for making our parish aware of the
importance of safeguarding children and vulnerable adults. Full policy can be
obtained at https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/

Available for purchase NOW…
2018 Columban Art Calendar

It is an amazing fact that after almost 95 years, and with generosity
of our parish, the Calendar still supports the activities of Columbans
Baptism is 7 days a week. Please phone the
working to bring the Good News to poor communities and to make
parish office for information regarding Baptism.
our local Church more missionary.The Columban Art calendar is
Thank you
accompanied by an in-depth Art Guide, a free downloadable audio
visual and written resource which gives an insightful explanation of each painting
featured in the Calendar - www.columban.org.au/2018artguide
Recommended retail price is $9.00.
VISITATION/COMMUNION FOR
THE SICK
18.09.2017, 25.09.2017
Please contact the office if you require a
visitation/ home communion.

Men’s Group Meeting
“Getting to the Point”
26th September @ 7.00pm
Venue: Room at the back of
the Church.
All men welcome. 2nd & 4th Tuesday
of the month. Open discussion on:
 Scripture.
 Future meetings.
For information contact:
Ron Ferrall 3290 3110
referrall@optusnet.com.au

Available from the Parish Office or SVDP Store.
St Edward's Parish are holding 6 evenings of reflection on scripture led by our
very own Fr Marce.

Thursday 21st September @ 6:45pm
Thursday 19th October @ 6:45pm
Thursday 26th October @ 6:45pm
Thursday 9th November @ 6:45pm
Each evening, will include a fantastic sharing and understanding of scripture,
along with time for questions on anything you may have longed to ask about!
This is a fantastic opportunity to ask, discover and deepen your knowledge.
God is calling you to discover his WORD! In the words of Jesus, all are
welcome!
Please bring all your friends and family who may be interested in attending these
one of a kind events!
We do not require names or contact details for these sessions
so please just arrive.

MASS TIMES 17th—23rd September 2017
Sunday,
17 September

Monday,
18 September

Tuesday,
19 September

Wednesday,
20 September

Thursday,
21 September

Friday,
22 September

Saturday
23 September

8.30am Mass
6.00pm Mass

7.00am Rosary
7.30am Mass

7.30am Mass

7.00pm Mass
Adoration

7.30am Mass

7.00am Rosary
7.30am Mass

7.30am Mass

Sts Andrew Kim
Tae-gon, Paul
Chong Ha-sang
& Companions

St Matthew,
Apostle &
Evangelist

24th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

5.30pm
Reconciliation
6.00pm Mass
St Pius of
Pietrelcina
(Padre Pio)

Parish Hospitality Teams
Join us and the Parish Community for a
cuppa and refreshments in the covered
area at the side of the Church.
On Wednesday our P&F organised a Colour Fun Run! What a great
afternoon! From white shirts to coloured shirts, the children all got
involved in lots of colour powder, water and fun, running around
the oval and getting a ‘Blast of Colour’. The afternoon was a huge
success!
Rick Sheehan
Principal

23.09.2017 @ 6.00pm Mass
Anita & Neville’s Team
24.09.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Rose George’s Team
24.09.2017 @ 6.00pm Mass
Cheryl McCaffery’s Team
01.10.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Al Silagan
Birthday & Anniversary Celebrations 23—24 September 2017

Senior Group Update
Mass : 10 October 2017
At this Mass Father also will have an
Anointing Of The Sick. Join us for morning
tea afterwards in the hospitality area.
Friday 22nd September
2017
Our lunch is at the
Anchorage Café, Horizon
Shores Marina, 1 Cabbage
Tree Point Road, Steiglitz
(Woongoolba). Meet at the
church at 11am, leaving at 11:15am. Pay on the day for
your delicious lunch. Numbers to me by Tuesday the
19th of September.
Noelene 3208 5304 or 0409 261 639

We can use your postage stamps from
your mail
The Salesian Missions use the old stamps that are
passed on to them to raise funds. This goes towards
Salesian Education and relief work in developing
nations. Yes, the Post man does not have to stop by
often, but on that rare occasion he does, and on that
envelope, if there is a stamp, can you please pass this
on to us, instead of throwing it in the bin? A small
gesture, lending a big helping hand. We have placed a
collection box for stamps in the parish office.

Church Ministers’ Rosters for next weekend 23rd—24th September 2017
Saturday 6.00pm

Sunday 8.30am

Sunday 6.00pm

Holy Mass Coordinators

Jim & Fay

Denise Love

Ica Medina

Parish Choirs

Voices of Praise

Couples for Christ Australia

Samoan

Overhead Projectionist

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Proclaimers of the Word: 1
Proclaimers of the Word: 2

Camille Sonido
Dylan Peres

Isabella Gardner
Justine Reabow

Dilu McCaffery
Christian Goubaud

Communion Ministers

Neville Peres

Rose George

Len Redoblado

Anita Peres

Joseph Weerasinghe

Miriam Silva

Eve Douglas

Brian Ridder

Butch Redoblado

Chriselle D’Mello

Nenita Deocareza

Sandra Seneviratne

Shirley D’Mello

Rachel Porio

Denise Clancy

Ray Hughes
Laura Ferrall
Altar Servers

Candice Wessling

Ugala Isbon

Isabelle McCaffery

Jonathan Wessling

Natalia Isbon

Ella O’Brien

Children’s Liturgy

We would like to thank all those who
regularly bring food to the church for the
needy. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated. However I remind you that we
don’t accept any clothing at St Edward’s church. All
clothing has to be taken the Vinnies shop on the
Service Road ( the second shop after the sign to Moss
Street). All clothing has to be sized and treated before
being displayed in the shop. Our Conference does not
have the facilities to do this. Families needing clothes
are given gift cards to purchase the clothing they need.
I trust you understand the process that is required
before clothing can be distributed and I hope you
continue to support the shop with your donations.

PRAYERS I PRAY EVERY DAY for
A Safe Journey
Lord, be our guide and our protector
on the journey we are about to take.
Watch over us.
Protect us from accidents.
Keep us free from harm to body and soul.
Lord, support us with Your grace when we are tired.
Help us be patient in any trouble which may come our
way.
Keep us always mindful of Your presence and love.
Amen.
We wish all our school students/parents/teachers a happy
and safe holiday.

Children's Liturgy
Term 4 dates are:
October 8th & 22nd
November 5th & 19th
December 3rd—Break up.

If you are new to the
Parish or are visiting,
Welcome!
We are glad you have come to share Eucharist with
us today. Please leave your details with the parish
office on 3299 2000 so that Fr. Marce and a
member of our Parish Pastoral Council can reach
out to you with a formal welcome.
Thank you

We here at the Parish of St Edward the Confessor, as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT AND THE AUSTRALIAN
PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au or www.stewardsdaisyhill.org.au
We are also compelled to adhere to the Policy of the Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/

