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OUR BAPTISM AND CHRISTMAS

By: Fr. Marce Singson

John the Baptiser was an amazingly popular figure.
Everybody in Jerusalem and people from all over
the Judean countryside went out to listen to him
preach. But they didn't just listen--they responded;
they confessed their sins and were baptized! Not
only was John popular, he was also successful.
For all his popularity and success, though, John
was strikingly different from the average man.
Many people respond to great popularity and success with a certain degree of pride
and swagger. But from the beginning, John the Baptiser was different.
Perhaps you have seen the slogan, "It's not about me." That was the root of John's
message. He preached about someone else, someone who would come after him
whose sandal thongs John did not consider himself even worthy to tie. John wasn't
interested in the limelight. He wasn't interested in the praise or admiration of others.
He was interested in preparing the way for someone else, and he didn't let personal
ambition get in the way of doing his job well.
John was a baptiser. Among the preparations he made for the coming of Christ was
the task of preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. It was into
this kind of baptism that the people listening to him entered. Baptism was not an
invention of John, nor was it unique to the Israelites. From ancient times, baptism
was a well-known symbol, an outward sign, of a new spiritual birth, of entering into
a new form of life. For those whom John baptised, it marked their confession that
they were sinners. When we admit we are sinners, we are laying aside our human
pride and confessing the truth of what we really are. But we are not making that
confession blindly. We are making it in the light of the revealed knowledge that
God loves us immeasurably, and that he has made atonement for us in Jesus Christ.
In other words, because God has revealed to us that he is for us, we are free in
Christ both to fearlessly acknowledge our sinfulness before God, and free to accept
God's gift of atonement and his new creation of us in Jesus Christ. Because we have
met with the grace of God in Jesus Christ, we can entrust ourselves to him fully and
without reservation. Safe in his love, we can give over to him even the crushing
burdens of our darkest sins and fears.
Within that confession of our sinfulness is our recognition that we need God's
forgiveness. We admit that we are rebels who have betrayed God's love, and we
place ourselves at his mercy, having now renounced our rebellion and pledged
faithful obedience. But actually becoming that new person, entering that new life,
turning over that new leaf, is another question entirely. When we try to do that, we
find ourselves failing--fighting our old ways, but losing so often we can easily fall
into despair.
That is, unless we trust God to be who he really is for us in Jesus Christ! All this
repenting, believing and passing through the waters
of baptism have meaning only because God gives
them meaning.
As Christmas is approaching, let us be deeply
connected with Jesus, remembering our own
baptism. And it is by this connection that we find the
meaning and the joy of our Christmas celebration.

WE REMEMBER
In our prayers all who
have died recently,
Joan Hine
Tito Arranchado
Irish Dimas
and those whose anniversaries are in this
month:
Remedios Ferrer
Lawrence Tautua
Gertrude Berhardt

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
24.12.2017 Christmas Eve
7:00pm & Midnight
25.12.2017 Christmas Day
8:30am
01.01.2018 New Years Day
8:30am

Names of recently deceased or
anniversaries for the deceased will be
displayed for a period of 3 weeks only. For
privacy reasons these inserts will only be
accepted from a family member.
Thank you.

PLEASE PRAY
For all our Sick parishioners
and family members:
Eugenio Sagun
Ray Brady
If you would like our community to
remember you or a family member in our
prayers please complete the information in
the register on the table at the back of the
Church. These will be displayed for 3
weeks only.
Thank you.

BAPTISM
We welcome into our
Christian community:
Kasie Rodolfo Woods
Brayden Ryan Doyle
Sebastian Mikael Tope
Baptism is 7 days a week. Please phone the
parish office for information regarding Baptism.

Thank you

VISITATION/COMMUNION FOR
THE SICK
11.12.2017, 18.12.2017
Please contact the office if you require a
visitation/ home communion.

Men’s Group Meeting
“Getting to the Point”
12 December @ 7.00pm
Venue: Room at the back
of the Church.
All men welcome. 2nd & 4th Tuesday
of the month. Open discussion on:
 Scripture.
 Future meetings.
For information contact:
Ron Ferrall 3290 3110
referrall@optusnet.com.au

St Edward’s Christmas Fair
The beginning of Advent, marked St Edward’s Parish first annual
Christmas Fair.
What a success our Fair was in bringing our Parish together and providing
such joy and fun to the day!
Our Christmas Fair, held it’s very own market stall, here we got to
experience some of the amazing talents our Parishioners have! It certainly
reflected the parables that Fr Marce had been discussing at Mass!
Our Fair was not complete without St Edward’s very own Christmas
Carollers, who just added that extra Christmas flair to the occasion.
With something for everyone from Kid’s Craft, to picking up some baked
goods, to shopping for someone special, we can proudly say, our
community spirit is truly alive!
We would like to thank all our volunteers who made this Christmas Fair
possible! We have such humble people with generous hearts and we are so
very grateful for those who share their talents and time so generously!

MASS TIMES 10th—16th December 2017
Sunday,
10 December

Monday,
11 December

Tuesday,
12 December

Wednesday,
13 December

Thursday,
14 December

Friday,
15 December

Saturday
16 December

8.30am Mass
6.00pm Mass

7.00am Rosary
7.30am Mass

9.00am Mass—
Seniors

7:00pm Mass
Adoration

7.30am Mass

7.00am Rosary
7.30am Mass

7.30am Mass

St Lucy

St John of the
Cross

2nd Sunday of
Advent

5.30pm
Reconciliation
6.00pm Mass

Parish Hospitality Teams
Join us and the Parish Community for a
cuppa and refreshments in the covered
area at the side of the Church.
The school community celebrated the end of the year
16.12.2017 @ 6.00pm Mass
Cheryl McCaffery’s Team
with a spectacular Christmas Concert telling the story of
Jesus’ birth and the meaning for us today.
17.12.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Denise Love’s Team
It was a wonderful community night with extraordinary
performances by the children and inspiring support from
17.12.2017 @ 6.00pm Mass
staff.
Cheryl McCaffery’s Team
My thanks for all the Parish support this year. May you
24.12.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
all invite Jesus into your homes, relationships and our
Vange Munn’s Team
world this Christmas.
Birthday & Anniversary Celebrations 16—17 December
Rick Sheehan
Principal

Senior Group Update
Mass : 12 December 2017

At this Mass Father also will have an
Anointing Of The Sick. Join us for morning tea
afterwards in the hospitality area.

Tuesday 12th December Mass 9am.
A light Morning tea then lunch to follow.
CHRISTMAS BREAKUP LUNCH
Southern Cross Sports Club, cnr Logan and Klumpp
Roads, Upper Mount Gravatt. Traditional Christmas
two course lunch. $30 per person. Numbers and money
to be paid to me by Tuesday the 5th December. Meet at
the church at 11am for a 12noon lunch. No refund on
bookings after the 5th December.
PARISH OFFICE NOTICE:
Our office will be closed between 02nd January to 05th
January. If you need to contact someone urgently please call
the office on 3299 2000 and leave a message. Someone will
be clearing the messages on a regular basis.
Thank you.

LOST:
A lady has lost her gold bracelet last weekend. It has
very sentimental value. If you have found it could you
please contact the office on:
3299 2000 or email daisyhill@bne.catholic.net.au.

Noelene 3208 5304 or 0409 261 639
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED PLEASE

We are looking for volunteers to fill
positions over the Christmas Period.
Coordinators, Readers, Communion
Ministers and Altar Servers.
If you will be attending one of our Masses over this
period we would appreciate if you could write you
name on the list which is located on the table at the
back of the church.
Thank you.

Church Ministers’ Rosters for next weekend 16th—17th December 2017
Saturday 6.00pm

Sunday 8.30am

Sunday 6.00pm

Holy Mass Coordinators

David & Judi

Francis Oliva

Gavin Clancy

Parish Choirs

Spiritus

St Cecilia

Voices of Praise

Overhead Projectionist
Proclaimers of the Word: 1

Volunteer
Charles Telles

Volunteer
Kristelle Jaimes

Volunteer
Christine Ferrer

Proclaimers of the Word: 2

Chuchay Bandola

Ethan Ganggangan

Aaron Browell

Communion Ministers

Lorie Angcay

Ed Havelock

Pat Ferrer

Amorita Wessling

Pete Silagan

Zach Smith

Paul Wessling

Edna Ganggangan

Pesi Silao

Scott Perrett

Carmel Burgess

Lyn Alitin

David McLean

Dan Bampton

Johanna Roche

Vange Munn
Terry Porio
Altar Servers

Jonathan Wessling

Grace Bampton

Elijah Alitin

Layla Perrett

Simeon Bampton

Drew Tabones

Children’s Liturgy

Last week we began preparation for the
celebration for the birth of our
Redeemer, Jesus Christ. Sometimes we
can get carried away and caught up with
the externals, the commercialism of the
event. Let’s not forget the real meaning of Christmas.
In recent weeks we have focused on the need to be
ready for the coming – keeping our lamps burning, not
burying our talents and seeking justice. I would like to
focus on Justice. Our parish and school communities
have been wonderful in supplying Christmas foods for
the marginalised in our community but this is not
enough. We need to see the world through their eye.
We are their voice. They are not only asking for
charity doled out from the surplus of the rich. They are
asking for justice, for our refugees languishing in
detention centres, those refugees in our community not
allowed to work, opportunity for all to work and earn a
living, for a just price for their goods, just wages for
their labour. Let’s get real. We have an obligation and
important role to play in changing our economic,
social, and political structures so all can celebrate the
true meaning and joy of Christmas.

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
John Wood 0408 296 422
St Edward’s Parish Representative

Children's Liturgy Children’s Liturgy
takes place every second Sunday during
the 8.30am Mass. We have a break
during School holidays.

We can use your postage stamps from
your mail
The Salesian Missions use the old stamps that are passed
on to them to raise funds. This goes towards Salesian
Education and relief work in developing nations. Yes, the
Post man does not have to stop by often, but on that rare
occasion he does, and on that envelope, if there is a
stamp, can you please pass this on to us, instead of
throwing it in the bin? A small gesture, lending a big
helping hand. We have placed a collection box for
stamps in the parish office.
If you are new to the
Parish or are visiting,
Welcome!
We are glad you have come to share Eucharist with
us today. Please leave your details with the parish
office on 3299 2000 so that Fr. Marce and a
member of our Parish Pastoral Council can reach
out to you with a formal welcome. Thank you

We here at the Parish of St Edward the Confessor, as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT AND THE AUSTRALIAN
PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au or www.stewardsdaisyhill.org.au
We are also compelled to adhere to the Policy of the Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/

