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ON PHARISEES AND SCRIBES

By: Fr. Marce Singson

Today’s Gospel is from chapter 23 of Matthew which consists of a severe indictment of
the Pharisees and Scribes by Jesus. This is not to be taken as a blanket condemnation of
every individual Pharisee and Scribe, because we know that many of them were good
people. One outstanding example is Gamaliel who appears in the Acts of the Apostles as
a man of justice and integrity. Nicodemus, who came to Jesus by night and was
involved in Jesus’ burial, was also a Pharisee. The passage certainly reflects some of the
conflicts which arose between the early Christians (especially those who were Jews
themselves) and those Jews who were opposed to the Christian Way, who saw it as a
heresy and who often subjected the Christians to verbal and even physical attacks and
harassment.
What Jesus is attacking is not so much a particular people as certain attitudes of mind.
And these attitudes can be found just as easily within the Christian community of that
time and every period since then. We should listen to Jesus’ words, then, directed not so
much to abstract “Pharisees and Scribes” but to ourselves. It is for our benefit and
reflection that they have been included in the Gospel. The Gospel is written for us and
to us; it is not a historical diatribe against certain people in the past.
Jesus first of all emphasises that as people in authority and experts on the subject, the
Scribes and Pharisees should be listened to with respect and they should be obeyed
when they teach. But Jesus says that in their behavior their example should not be
followed. “Their words are bold but their deeds are few.” They have no hesitation in
drawing up rules which are difficult for people to carry out but they do absolutely
nothing to help in their implementation. The Church has not always been without guilt
in this kind of thing, even in our own day. Nor have civil legislators or other people in
authority, including parents of families or teachers in schools, been without fault. This is
the double standard, where people set the rules which they themselves do not keep: “Do
as I say, not as I do” or “You will do it because I tell you to do it.”
Secondly, the Pharisees are attacked because everything they do is to attract attention to
themselves. But it is all on the outside. What we call today ‘image’. Their
phylacteries were bigger than others’ and their tassels huge. The phylactery was a small
box containing some of the central words of the Law. It was worn on the arm or the
forehead, a literal interpretation of the exhortation in Exodus (13:9), “[the Law] shall be
as a sign on your hand and as a reminder on your forehead”. There were four tassels,
sewn at each corner of one’s cloak. The message is clear: “We are better, we are holier.”
But it is a sham because it is all on the outside. But when it comes to ‘image’ our
contemporary world has nothing to learn from the past. They also expect special
attention to be given to them: the first row in the synagogue, places of honour at
banquets, special honorific titles.
Sad to say, we have seen this not infrequently among church clerics in our own lifetime.
We see it daily among our politicians, business leaders, our media personalities. They
are not only given these things; they soon expect them as a right. It is the VIP syndrome
and often it is pathetic: the private jet, the executive lounge in the airport, the special
table in the restaurant, the limousine from the hotel…Even ordinary people become
slaves of the image: the brand label on the clothes they wear, the places where they live,
the cars they drive, and all the other consumer baubles with which they surround
themselves. None of these things, says Jesus, makes a person great. The greatest is the
one who serves, that is, the person who uses his or her gifts for the benefit of others,
whose whole life is dedicated to making this world a better place for others to live in. A
person to whom such trappings are totally irrelevant.

WE REMEMBER

THIS BLESSING CUP….
In our prayers all who FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
have died recently,

Last Sunday our Parish and School family celebrated First
Holy Communion for 54 children and their families and
friends. 13 children were involved in the readings and
taking up the gifts. These children had been confirmed
earlier in the year in March. Their next step into their full
initiation will be their reconciliation next year.
and those whose anniversaries are in this
It was a joyous celebration and wonderful to see the church
month:
filled to capacity with outdoor seating also filled. The
Michael Gabagas
children receiving Jesus for the first time represented St Edwards School, John
Paul College and other neighboring schools as well as families from our Parish
Names of recently deceased or
who travel much further afield to celebrate with us each week. We congratulate
anniversaries for the deceased will be
displayed for a period of 3 weeks only. For the children and pray they will always feel the presence of Jesus in their lives.
privacy reasons these inserts will only be
Fr Marce lead the liturgy with music provided by Glen and Bambi. We thank
accepted from a family member.
them as we do Rick and Karen from St Edwards School. Our thanks also to
Thank you.
photographer Shane, members of the Sacramental Team and members of the
Pastoral Team who made themselves available ensuring our First Communion
Mass was one to celebrate.
PLEASE PRAY
Denise Love
For all our Sick parishioners
Sacramental Coordinator
and family members:
Nicholas McNelley
James Withers
Neville Egan
Fr Michael McKeaten
Anthony Eastgate

If you would like our community to
remember you or a family member in our
prayers please complete the information in
the register on the table at the back of the
Church. These will be displayed for 3
weeks only.
Thank you.

BAPTISM
We welcome into our
Christian community:
Darcy Grace Slattery
Elise May Garcia Roberts

Youth United - Getting Noticed !!!!
Last week the Youth United Team received some exciting and positive feedback
from the Youth Evangelisation Office within the Archdiocese of Brisbane - Check
out the personal email we received:
“Whilst on the St Edward’s Daisy Hill website, I noticed that you put up a Youth
United Newsletter and I just wanted to congratulate you and the team of leaders
who are the movers and shakers in building a local place for young people to find
community in the Church!! Well done :) P.S. The Ultimate Colour Run sounds
awesome!”

It’s great to see how our Parish is making itself known in the wider community
and how much of a positive impact we can make through fun, friendship, food
Baptism is 7 days a week. Please phone the
parish office for information regarding Baptism. and of course faith!
Thank you

VISITATION/COMMUNION FOR
THE SICK

The success of our youth group and events, would not be possible without the full
support of Fr Marce, our Youth Leaders and of course our generous
volunteers!
Steven Richardson
Parish Pastoral Council / Youth Coordinator

13.11.2017, 20.11.2017 & 27.11.2017
Please contact the office if you require a
visitation/ home communion.

Men’s Group Meeting
“Getting to the Point”
14 November @ 7.00pm
Venue: Room at the back of
the Church.
All men welcome. 2nd & 4th Tuesday
of the month. Open discussion on:
 Scripture.
 Future meetings.
For information contact:
Ron Ferrall 3290 3110
referrall@optusnet.com.au

St Edward's Parish are holding 6 evenings of reflection on scripture led by our
very own Fr Marce.

Thursday 9th November @ 6:45pm
Each evening, will include a fantastic sharing and understanding of scripture,
along with time for questions on anything you may have longed to ask about!
This is a fantastic opportunity to ask, discover and deepen your knowledge.
God is calling you to discover his WORD! In the words of Jesus, all are
welcome!
Please bring all your friends and family who may be interested in attending these
one of a kind events!
We do not require names or contact details for this session
so please just arrive.

MASS TIMES 05th—11th November 2017
Sunday,
05 November

Monday,
06 November

Tuesday,
07 November

Wednesday,
08 November

Thursday,
09 November

Friday,
10 November

Saturday
11 November

8.30am Mass
6.00pm Mass

7.00am Rosary
7.30am Mass

7.30 am Mass

7.00pm Mass
Adoration

7.30am Mass

7.00am Rosary
7.30am Mass

7.30am Mass

31st Sunday in
Ordinary Time

9.00am Mass—
Yurana Nursing
Home

The Dedication
of the Lateran
Basilica

St Leo the
Great

5.30pm
Reconciliation
6.00pm Mass
St Martin of
Tours

Parish Hospitality Teams
Join us and the Parish Community for a
cuppa and refreshments in the covered
area at the side of the Church.
12.11.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Denise Love’s Team

Tuesday was Nano Nagle Day and
being the educational visionary
that she was it was appropriate
that it coincided with our World
Teachers’ Day which we
celebrated on Friday with a
beautiful liturgy acknowledging
teachers and prepared by Miss
Mac. Nano was a woman of
courage, compassion, faith and a
passionate teacher. Her charism inspires us to day to continue
that spirit of education for all, courage to follow one’s heart
and generosity of spirit to those in need.

Rick Sheehan
Principal

Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
John Wood
St Edward’s Parish Representative
0408 296 422
St Edwards Parish has the responsibility for making
our parish aware of the importance of safeguarding
children and vulnerable adults. Full policy can be obtained at
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/
Recently our parish underwent an intense audit of all our
documents held for our volunteers. The document recording
process is very demanding and constantly changes. Therefore the amount of work that is undertaken by John Wood
and the Parish Office is always continually keeping them on
their toes.
We are thrilled to announce that we received the Audit
Report this week and our parish received 100%.
The feed back we received from the Auditors was that we
are one of very few parishes to achieve this result.
Well Done Team.

19.11.2017 @ 8.30am Mass
Vange Munn’s Team
25.11.2017 @ 6.00pm Mass
Anita & Neville Peres’s Team
Birthday & Anniversary Celebrations 25—26 November 2017

Senior Group Update
Mass : 14 November 2017
At this Mass Father also will have an
Anointing Of The Sick. Join us for morning tea
afterwards in the hospitality area.
Tuesday 7th November 2017
Melbourne Cup Day.
Today we are having lunch and
Melbourne Cup festivities at the Club Waterford Hotel, cnr
Kingston and Loganlea Roads Waterford. We will have
lunch then be ready to watch the big race. Available on the
day is: everyday menu, large screen TV and sweeps will be
sold. Meet at the church at 11:15am. Purchase own lunch on
the day.

Noelene 3208 5304 or 0409 261 639
WE ARE LOOKING FOR
MUSICIANS
TO JOIN
ST CECILIA’S GROUP.
Can you play an instrument?
Would you like to occasionally play with us as your
commitments allow? St Cecilia singing group needs
someone who could fill in when needed for their 8.30 am
Mass.
Please contact the office if you are interested.

Underwood Lions are taking orders
for 1kg Lions Christmas fruit cakes
$13 each. Please see Michael or
Carmel Burgess, Frankie Little or
Josie Rae Smith. They will have them ready for you in
time for Christmas.
Carmel Burgess:
0413 000 387

Church Ministers’ Rosters for next weekend 11th—12th November 2017
Saturday 6.00pm

Sunday 8.30am

Sunday 6.00pm

Holy Mass Coordinators

John Wood

Steve/Maria

Joey Nicolas

Parish Choirs

Voices of Praise

Divine Mercy

Voices of Praise

Overhead Projectionist

Volunteer

Volunteer

Volunteer

Proclaimers of the Word: 1
Proclaimers of the Word: 2

Tristram Garbelotto
Annabelle Wessling

Esther Isbon
Evelina Afoa

Isabelle McCaffery
Ella O’Brien

Communion Ministers

Jan McMahon

Sulianz Patterson

Jed De Chavez

Donna Smith

Isidore Storey

Ian Seneviratne

David McLean

Mary Alphonce

Eldrin Dee

Shirley D’Mello

Jess Gregorio

Anna O’Brien

Lorie Angcay

Cecilio Sebial

Shane McCaffery

Denise Love
Francis Oliva
Altar Servers

Deandra Ganggangan

KC Sebial

Job Villadolid

Deona Ganggangan

Kim Silagan

Christine Ferrer

Children’s Liturgy

St Vincent de Paul
Christmas Hampers
The school breaks up for Summer
holidays on the 1st December this
means the Christmas hampers have to
be packed and ready for delivery by then as we do the
packing in the school hall. Fr Marce has given
permission to run the Christmas Appeal in the parish
from the 6th November to November 24th November.
The hampers will be packed in the school hall on
Thursday 30th November ready for delivery on the 16th
December. We appeal once again to your generosity to
provide Christmas food items to fill the hampers. A list
of items will be placed at the front of the church.
Please take one and put your gift in the St Vincent de
Paul food box. At present we are looking at doing 50
hampers for
families. Please give and bring the Christmas joy to
the lives of those little children who have very little to
experience the joy of the Christmas Season.
Save the Date –
Parish Christmas Fair
St Edward’s Parish is holding it’s very
first Christmas Fair!
Join us on Sunday 3rd December at
9.30am after Mass, to celebrate the beginning of Advent and
the Christmas Season!
All are welcome!

We can use your postage stamps from
your mail
The Salesian Missions use the old stamps that
are passed on to them to raise funds. This goes towards
Salesian Education and relief work in developing
nations. Yes, the Post man does not have to stop by
often, but on that rare occasion he does, and on that
envelope, if there is a stamp, can you please pass this on
to us, instead of throwing it in the bin? A small gesture,
lending a big helping hand. We have placed a collection
box for stamps in the parish office.

Children's Liturgy
Term 4 dates are:
November 5th & 19th
December 3rd—Break up.

If you are new to the
Parish or are visiting,
Welcome!
We are glad you have come to share Eucharist with
us today. Please leave your details with the parish
office on 3299 2000 so that Fr. Marce and a
member of our Parish Pastoral Council can reach
out to you with a formal welcome.
Thank you

We here at the Parish of St Edward the Confessor, as part of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
MUST ABIDE BY AND ADHERE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PRIVACY ACT AND THE AUSTRALIAN
PRIVACY PRINCIPLES. Archdiocesan Website www.bne.catholic.net.au or www.stewardsdaisyhill.org.au
We are also compelled to adhere to the Policy of the Safeguarding Children & Vulnerable Adults
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/support/safeguard/

